Early patient contact in undergraduate dental education in Germany--'The Greifswald Model'.
Revised regulations in Germany have allowed new curricular concepts to be introduced into the undergraduate dental curriculum. In the first 2 years of the dental curriculum at the University of Greifswald, a new teaching concept which is based on the interactions between Community Medicine and Dentistry has been introduced. It emphasises the importance of early patient contact in providing experience for students. The course consists of three principal elements: student-patient contacts in the patient's home; problem-based learning tutorials to discuss patient cases; and special training in communication skills. The aim of the course is to give students an insight into the patient's view of the illness and treatment, and the effect of their condition on his or her lifestyle. The students also learn about the communal perspective (health survey, intervention planning and implementation in a community). The first four courses were evaluated by questionnaires from the students before and after the 2-year course to assess the concept from the students' perspective. The results indicate that it is possible to provide considerable improvement of the medical/dental education as regards communication skills and understanding of the patients' perceptions, by letting the student establish contact with patients at the very beginning of the curriculum.